
cooperate with international organizations,
including UNAIDS, WHO, the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
and organizations in Japan. He points out that
Seth Berkley,president of the International
AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI;
www.iavi.org) in New York, has visited them
several times.

Berkley explains that there is a state-of-
the-art vaccine production facility in Kun-
ming that could be used for HIV vaccine
research and production. Shao says his group
is looking, with IAVI, into cooperation
between the developed and developing
worlds on HIV vaccine research. Shao and
Zeng have both been working with Hans
Wolf of the University of Regensburg, Ger-
many, on an HIV vaccine. Meanwhile, the
Ministry of Health and NCAIDS are planning
to sponsor an international HIV vaccine sem-
inar in China in March or April of this year to
increase international input and cooperation.

Avant’s Lu is organizing an international
consortium that will include Zeng and Shao
in China, a group in Thailand, and
researchers in the United States for develop-
ing, testing, and producing an HIV vaccine.
Lu, Zeng, and Shao have received visiting
faculty appointments at Nankai University in
Tianjin so they can begin to train graduate
students for work on the project. Lu explains
that the Chinese government can provide the
basic infrastructure for the project, but the
group needs help, specifically from the U.S.
National Institutes of Health (NIH).

International Effort
Cao has set her laboratory up to be inter-

national. She is sending her staff and techni-
cians to Aaron Diamond for training, and
invites foreign scientists to become involved
in her clinical research. She points out that
some of the research that cannot be done
elsewhere can be done in China. For exam-
ple, in studies of maternal-fetal transmission
of HIV, it is important to have the placenta to
determine exactly when in the pregnancy
transmission occurs. Although there are
many places, such as the United States,
where the placenta is not available for study,
it is available in China.

Global Strategies for HIV Prevention’s
Ammann is planning to ask a delegation
from China to visit the United States and
speak with members of Congress, the NIH,
the CDC, the World Bank, and other groups
“to talk about what they need to get things
moving.” He’s working with the Fogarty
International Center at NIH to set up a
“workshop” on AIDS in China.

Ammann points out that the Chinese
don’t need to send people to the U.S. for
training. What they need instead is for people
to go there, to teach them, and to work with
them. “Here’s a nation, the most populous
nation in the world right now, where we have
an opportunity to step in and prevent it from
becoming an Africa,” in terms of AIDS statis-
tics, says Ammann.

Berkley explains that other Asian coun-
tries are looking to China and India for lead-
ership in dealing with the epidemic. At the
recent meeting in Tokyo, organized by
UNAIDS and WHO, focusing on “AIDS Vac-
cines in Asia, Needs and Opportunities,”
Berkley says, “A number of countries turned
to China and India and told them they had a
special role” in the region.●

Myrna E. Watanabe is a freelance writer
based in Patterson, N.Y.
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Between 1988 and 1996, the number of U.S. science and engineering doctoral degrees earned by natives of
Asia, Europe, and North America grew from about 3,300 in 1988 to 8,000 in 1996.The number of recipients
who planned to stay in the U.S. rose from about 1, 700 to 5,800. Asian students represented the highest per-
centage of recipients and of recipients planning to stay.

More Foreign Ph.D. Recipients Plan to Stay in the U.S.

As the number of Ph.D.s awarded rises, so does
the number of those who plan to stay.

Asians constitute the majority of foreign
Ph.D.s and those who plan to stay.

Source:“Statistical Profiles of Foreign Doctoral Recipients in Science and Engineering:
Plans to Stay in the United States,” National Science Foundation.
Web address: www.nsf.gov/sbe/srs/nsf99304/foreign.htm


